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(2) When a reservist enrolls in a
course which is offered by correspond-
ence, the commencing date of the
award of educational assistance shall
be the later of—

(i) The date the first lesson was sent,
or

(ii) The date of affirmance in accord-
ance with 38 U.S.C. 3686.

(3) When a reservist enrolls in a pro-
gram of apprenticeship or other on-job
training, the commencing date of the
award of educational assistance shall
be the first date of employment in the
training position.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 16136(b))

(d) Reopened application after aban-
donment (§ 21.7532). When the reservist
reopens his or her claim after abandon-
ing it, the commencing date of the
award of educational assistance shall
be the date VA receives the reservist’s
application or enrollment certificate,
whichever is later.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 16136(b), 38 U.S.C. 3471;
Pub. L. 98–525)

(e) Liberalizing laws and VA issues.
When a liberalizing law or VA issue af-
fects the commencing date of a reserv-
ist’s award of educational assistance,
that commencing date shall be in ac-
cordance with facts found, but not ear-
lier than the effective date of the act
or administrative issue.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5112(b), 5113; Pub. L. 98–
525)

(f) Individuals in a penal institution. If
a reservist is paid a reduced rate of
educational assistance under § 21.7639
(d), (e), (f), (g) and (h) of this section,
the rate will be increased or assistance
will commence effective the earlier of
the following dates:

(1) The date the tuition and fees are
no longer being paid under another
Federal program or a State or local
program, or

(2) The date of the release from the
prison or jail.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 16136(b), 38 U.S.C.
3482(g); Pub. L. 98–525)

(g) Service Members Occupational Con-
version and Training Act of 1992. If the
reservist’s educational assistance has
been barred or has been discontinued
because the reservist is training under

a job training program for which bene-
fits are payable to his or her employer
under the Service Members Occupa-
tional Conversion and Training Act of
1992, VA will begin or resume paying
educational assistance to the reservist
effective the first day following the
last date for which benefits are payable
under that Act.

(Authority: Sec. 4492(a), Pub. L. 102–484, 106
Stat. 2765–2766)

[53 FR 34740, Sept. 8, 1988, as amended at 61
FR 11311, Mar. 20, 1996; 61 FR 29304, June 10,
1996]

§ 21.7633 Suspension or discontinu-
ance of payments.

VA may suspend or discontinue pay-
ments to reservists of educational as-
sistance under the Selected Reserve
Educational Assistance Program, and
in such cases, VA will apply §§ 21.4133,
21.4134 and 21.4207 of this part in the
same manner as they are applied in the
administration of chapters 34 and 36.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 16136(b), 38 U.S.C. 3690;
Pub. L. 98–525)

§ 21.7635 Discontinuance dates.

The effective date of reduction or dis-
continuance of educational assistance
will be as stated in this section. If
more than one type of reduction or dis-
continuance is involved, the earliest
date will control.

(a) Death of reservist. (1) If the reserv-
ist receives an advance payment and
dies before the end of the period cov-
ered by the advance payment, the dis-
continuance date of educational assist-
ance shall be the last date of the period
covered by the advance payment.

(2) In all other cases if the reservist
dies while pursuing a program of edu-
cation, the discontinuance date of edu-
cational assistance shall be the last
date of attendance.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 16136; 38 U.S.C. 3680(e))

(b) Course discontinued—course inter-
rupted—course terminated—course not
satisfactorily completed or withdrawn
from. (1) If the reservist, for reasons
other than being called or ordered to
active duty, withdraws from all courses
or receives all nonpunitive grades, and
in either case there are no mitigating
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